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(57) ABSTRACT

An information processing apparatus that includes a memory
that stores a plurality of images, and a controller that obtains
a template having attributes applied to each of a plurality of
display areas, selects images matching the attributes of the
respective display areas from among the plurality of images
stored in the memory, disposes the selected images matching
the attributes of the respective display areas in the respective
display areas, and controls a display to display the template
including the selected images disposed in the respective dis-
play areas.

19 Claims, 13 Drawing Sheets
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IMAGE PROCESSING APPARATUS, IMAGE
PROCESSING METHOD, AND PROGRAM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims the benefit of the earlier
filing date of U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No.
61/536,728 filed on Sep. 20, 2011, the entire contents of
which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Disclosure

The present disclosure relates to an ideal image processing
apparatus and image processing method applied to a mobile
terminal that conducts image display, for example, as well as
to a program that executes the image processing method.

2. Description of Related Art

Among compact, freely portable terminal devices such as
mobile phone terminals, terminal devices that internally
house a camera are proliferating. Image data that has been
obtained by shooting with a camera unit provided in such a
terminal device is stored by internal memory in the terminal
device. Then, a shot image stored by the memory is read out,
and the shot image is displayed with a display unit provided in
the terminal device.

When displaying an image with a display unit, a process
that successively displays shot images one at a time is con-
ducted, or what is called a thumbnail display process is con-
ducted, which reduces multiple shot images and displays
them as a list.

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
2007-318208, for example, describes an image processing
technology that selects, composites, and displays a plurality
of images stored in internal memory.

SUMMARY

As discussed above, when displaying camera images in
conventional terminal devices such as mobile phone termi-
nals, shot images are successively displayed, or reduced
images are simply displayed as a list. Japanese Unexamined
Patent Application Publication No. 2007-318208, for
example, describes an example of lining up and displaying a
plurality of images in FIG. 6, and describes how images are
selected according to their importance when selecting that
plurality of images. However, it cannot be said that simply
reducing, lining up, and displaying a plurality of images them
yields a display mode that is easy for a user to view, and more
advanced display has been sought.

The present disclosure has been devised in light of such
points, and takes as an object to provide an image processing
apparatus, an image processing method, and a program able
to favorably display a plurality of images obtained by shoot-
ing, etc.

According to a first exemplary embodiment, the disclosure
is directed to an information processing apparatus that
includes a memory that stores a plurality of images, and a
controller that obtains a template having attributes applied to
each of a plurality of display areas, selects images matching
the attributes of the respective display areas from among the
plurality of images stored in the memory, disposes the
selected images matching the attributes of the respective dis-
play areas in the respective display areas, and controls a
display to display the template including the selected images
disposed in the respective display areas.
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2

According to the present disclosure, by selecting a tem-
plate, images matching the attributes of respective display
windows in that template are selected, and a plurality of
images matching the attributes of the display windows pro-
vided in the template can be simultaneously displayed.

According to the present disclosure, by selecting a tem-
plate to display, a plurality of images matching the attributes
of display windows provided the template can be simulta-
neously displayed, and advanced display of multiple images
based on the attributes of the respective display windows in
the template becomes possible.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary con-
figuration of a terminal device according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure.

FIG. 2is aperspective view illustrating an exemplary shape
of a terminal device according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an overview
of'an exemplary display according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a first display process
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an exemplary
display image resulting from a first display process according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a second display process
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an exemplary
display image resulting from a second display process
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a third display process
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 9 is an explanatory diagram illustrating exemplary
display images resulting from a third display process accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a fourth display process
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 11 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an exem-
plary display image resulting from a fourth display process
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 12 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an exem-
plary display image resulting from a fifth display process
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 13 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an exem-
plary display image resulting from a sixth display process
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 14 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an exem-
plary display image resulting from a seventh display process
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure will be
described in the following order.
1. Configuration of terminal device (FIG. 1, FIG. 2)
2. Overview of display using a template (FIG. 3)
3. First display process (FIG. 4, FIG. 5)
4. Second display process (FIG. 6, FIG. 7)
5. Third display process (FIG. 8, FIG. 9)
6. Fourth display process (FIG. 10, FIG. 11)
7. Fifth display process (FIG. 12)
8. Sixth display process (FIG. 13)
9. Seventh display process (FIG. 14)
10. Modifications
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[1. Configuration of Terminal Device]

FIG. 1 illustrates a configuration of a terminal device
exemplifying an embodiment of the present disclosure, while
FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary exterior of a terminal device.

The terminal device 100 illustrated in FIG. 2 is an example
applied to a multi-functional mobile phone terminal device
called a smartphone. As illustrated in FIG. 2, a display unit
106 provided with a comparatively large display panel (ap-
proximately 4 inches diagonally, for example) is disposed on
the front face 100a of the terminal device 100. The display
unit 106 is configured having a touch panel disposed on its
surface, for example, such that touch operations on the dis-
play screen can be conducted.

Also, the terminal device 100 has a telephony speaker 104
disposed at the top of its front face, as well as a telephony
microphone 105 and a plurality of operable keys 107a dis-
posed at the bottom of its front face. With these operable keys
107a and the touch panel disposed on the display unit 106, an
operable unit 107 to be discussed later is configured. Oper-
able keys 107a may also be disposed at positions not illus-
trated, such as on the sides, for example.

Also, a lens of a camera unit 111 is disposed on the back
face opposite to the front face 100q illustrated in FIG. 2.
Positioning a lens on the back face is one example, and a lens
of'a camera unit 111 may also be positioned on the front face.

Next, a configuration of the terminal device 100 will be
described with reference to FIG. 1.

The terminal device 100 is provided with a radio commu-
nication unit 102 for conducting radio communication with a
base station for radio telephony, and an antenna 101 is con-
nected to the radio communication unit 102. The radio com-
munication unit 102 conducts processes for transmitting and
receiving radio signals under control by a controller 108
connected via a bus line 121.

When telephony audio data is received by the radio com-
munication unit 102 during audio telephony, the audio data is
supplies to an audio processor 103 via the bus line 121. A
demodulation process is conducted at the audio processor 103
and an analog audio signal is obtained. Then, the analog audio
signal obtained by the audio processor 103 is supplied to the
speaker 104, and audio is output from the speaker 104.

Also, an audio signal output by the microphone 105 is
converted into audio data in a transmit format by the audio
processor 103. The converted audio data is supplied to the
radio communication unit 102 via the bus line 121 and radio-
transmitted.

In the case of conducting email data transmission and
reception or data communication via a network such as the
Internet with the radio communication unit 102, the radio
communication unit 102 conducts processes for transmitting
and receiving under control by the controller 108. For
example, data received by the radio communication unit 102
is supplied to a storage unit 109 and stored, and a display or
other process based on the stored data is conducted under
control by the controller 108. Also, data stored by the storage
unit 109 is supplied to the radio communication unit 102 and
radio-transmitted. The storage unit 109 also stores programs
required for controlling the terminal device 100 and data for
templates to be discussed later. For example, a program that
executes a process for controlling the display of images by the
display unit 106 to be discussed later is also stored in the
storage unit 109.

The storage unit 109 comprises non-volatile memory, for
example. Alternatively, the storage unit 109 may also com-
prise memory that is not non-volatile or a hard disk drive, etc.

Also, operational commands from the operable unit 107
are delivered to the controller 108 via the bus line 121, and the
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controller 108 issues commands for various operations and
conducts processes according to those operational com-
mands.

For the display panel provided in the display unit 106, a
liquid crystal panel or an organic EL (Electro Luminescence)
display panel may be used, for example. Display processes by
the display unit 106 are executed under control by the con-
troller 108. For example, display of the telephony state as a
radio telephone terminal and an address book, etc., display of
electronic mail, display of stored images shot with the camera
unit 111, and display of images obtained from a server
accessed via the Internet, etc. are executed under control by
the controller 108.

Also, the camera unit 111 obtains an image signal from
imaging light focused onto the imaging surface of an imaging
sensor via a lens. An image signal obtained by the camera unit
111 is supplied to the storage unit 109 via the bus line 121 and
stored in the storage unit 109. In so doing, a camera image
storage process is conducted. An image signal imaged by the
camera unit 111 may be a still image composed of an image
signal for one frame, or a motion image composed of an
image signal for multiple frames. Furthermore, the storage
unit 109 is capable of storing a plurality of still images and a
plurality of motion images.

The controller 108 conducts processes for analyzing
images stored by the storage unit 109. For example, the con-
troller 108 conducts pre-programmed recognition processes
such as a facial recognition process that detects the face of a
person in an image or a process that detects the colors of
clothing worn by a person in an image. Specific examples of
conducting such recognition processes will be discussed
later.

Additionally, the terminal device 100 is provided with a
GPS (Global Positioning System) receiver 114, and conducts
a positioning process that receives positioning signals with
the GPS receiver 114 and acquires the current location of the
terminal device 100 by analyzing the received signals. An
antenna 115 is connected to the GPS receiver 114. Informa-
tion on the current position acquired by the GPS receiver 114
is supplied to the controller 108 via the bus line 121.

The controller 108 uses the supplied information on the
current position to acquire information on the area around the
current position and to display a map of the area around the
current position, etc. Also, when an image is shot with the
camera unit 111, information on the shooting location is
added to the image signal stored in the storage unit 109 under
control by the controller 108.

[2. Overview of Display Using a Template]

Next, a display process conducted when displaying with
the display unit 106 an image that has been shot by the camera
unit 111 and stored by the storage unit 109 will be described.
If for example image signals for single frames are stored in
the storage unit 109 as still images, the controller 108 reads
out relevant images from the storage unit 109 and displays
them on the display unit 106 due to an operation for display-
ing shot images.

At this point, the images displayed by the display unit 106
successively change one at a time due to a user operation for
successively changing images. A thumbnail display that
reduces, lines up, and displays respective images representing
still images and motion images is also possible.

Such a display that changes images one at a time and a
thumbnail display are image display processes that have been
conventionally conducted. However, in the example of the
present embodiment, a display of shot images using a win-
dowed template is additionally possible.
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First, an overview of a display process using a windowed
template will be described with reference to FIG. 3. This
process for displaying shot images using a windowed tem-
plate is executed under control by the controller 108 when a
corresponding display mode has been set by a user operation.
The windowed template herein functions as a board upon
which images are arranged and displayed in respective win-
dows.

The controller 108 searches a storage unit 109 storing a
plurality of images in advance for images that match
attributes assigned to windows in the windowed template, and
conducts an image compositing process that displays images
found by the search inside the windows in the template.

In other words, as illustrated in FIG. 3, assume that the
storage unit 109 is storing a large number of images P1, P2,
P3, .. ., and that at least two templates B10 and B20 are
available.

In the template B10, six windows b11, b12, b13, b14, b15,
and b16 are disposed in an uneven arrangement. In this case,
the three windows b11, b12, and b16 are taken to be portrait
windows, while the other three windows b13, b14, and b15
are taken to be landscape windows. Also, the landscape win-
dows b13, bl4, and b15 are taken to be windows with slight
respective tilts. Furthermore, the sizes of the individual win-
dows are somewhat varied.

Additionally, respective attributes are individually set for
each of the windows b11, b12, b13, b14, b15, and b16. Spe-
cific examples of attributes will be described with the specific
examples in FIG. 4 and thereafter, but as a simple example,
attributes selecting images with a portrait composition are set
for the windows b11, b12, and b16, while attributes selecting
images with a landscape composition are set for the windows
b13, b14, and b15, for example.

In the template B20, three round windows b21, b22, and
b23 with respectively different sizes are disposed. Respective
attributes are individually set for these three windows.

In the non-window portion of the respective templates B10
and B20, a pre-made background image or graphics are
depicted. However, the non-window portion of each template
may also be a plain, solid color background.

When one template from among such a plurality of avail-
able templates B10, B20, . . ., is selected by a user operation
via the operable unit 107, the controller 108 selects a stored
image that matches the attributes of a window in the selected
template, and inserts the image into that window. At this
point, the controller 108 reduces or enlarges the image
according to the original size of the selected image. Also, a
process that crops just a portion from a stored image as
necessary may be conducted.

The templates B10' and B20' illustrated on the right side of
FIG. 3 are examples wherein images that match attributes
have been selected from among the stored images P1,
P2,P3, ..., and are displayed inserted into the windows. In
the case of the template B20', since the individual windows
b21, b22, and b23 are round, the original images are reduced
or enlarged, and then images P7, P8, and P9 that have been
cropped into round shapes are inserted. In the case where
there are many images that match the attributes, images ran-
domly selected from the many images that match the
attributes are selected. Randomly selecting an image is itself
an attribute. Alternatively, instructions may be given as an
attribute to select in order of shooting date and time or file
number.

A template in which images have been inserted into win-
dows in this way is displayed by the display unit 106 under
control by the controller 108. In the case of saving a template
with images inserted into its windows, the storage unit 109
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stores the template. Herein, in the case where a template
image is mentioned in the following description, a template
for which a compositing process has been conducted in which
images have been inserted into its windows is being referred
to. Also, in the respective drawings, (') is applied to a tem-
plate’s reference sign to indicate a template image in which
images have been inserted into its windows.

Next, specific examples of display processes will be
described.

[3. First Display Process]

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a first exemplary template
image display process, while FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary
template image created with the display process. The tem-
plate given in this example arranges face images showing the
facial portions of several people that have been cropped from
multiple still images (or one still image), and creates a
pseudo-group photo. In this example, attributes that dispose
face images are applied to windows in the template.

An image compositing process that disposes images in the
template in this example will be described following the
flowchart in FIG. 4.

First, one or more still images from which to crop face
images are specified with a user operation from among image
files stored by the storage unit 109. The specification herein is
conducted in units of image files. Specifying in units of image
files is one example, and images may be individually speci-
fied as candidates or not with a user operation, for example.
Alternatively, all stored image files may be taken to be can-
didates without specifying particular image files.

When such a specification occurs, the controller 108 deter-
mines whether or not a candidate still image exists in the
specified file or files (step S11). In the case where it is deter-
mined that a candidate still image does not exist in a corre-
sponding file, the template image creation process herein
ends.

Meanwhile, in the case where it is determined that a can-
didate still image does exist in a corresponding file, images
are selected one at a time from among all images in that file
(step S12), and a facial recognition process that determines
whether or not a person’s face exists in a selected image is
conducted (step S13). Inthe case where it is determined by the
facial recognition process that a face does exist, an image of
the detected face portion is cropped (step S14). After crop-
ping the face image, an image recognition process determines
whether or not a face image of apparently the same person
exists among the already cropped images (step S15). Herein,
the cropped face image at this point is discarded in the case
where a plurality of face images of the same person exist, and
the process returns to step S13 and conducts another face
detection process.

Also, in the case where a face image other than the already
cropped face images cannot be detected from the current
image in step S13, the process returns to step S11 and selects
another image.

Inthe case where it is determined in step S15 that duplicate
face images of the same person do not exist, the cropped face
image is registered as face image data and stored by the
storage unit 109 (step S16). Then, a size adjustment is con-
ducted to enlarge or reduce the registered plurality of face
images so as to match the size of the windows in the template
acting as the board, and such that the sizes of the faces in the
respective images become nearly equal (step S17).

After that, it is determined whether or not there is still a
place in the template acting as the board where a face image
has not been disposed in a window (step S18). In the case
where a place where a face image has not been pasted does
exist, a size-adjusted face image is disposed in that empty
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window (step S19). After conducting image compositing to
dispose a face image, the process returns to the image candi-
date extraction processing in step S11. In the case where it is
determined in step S18 that images have been pasted in all
windows in the template acting as the board, the template
image creation process ends.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example wherein a template image has
been created with the process illustrated by the flowchart in
FIG. 4.

In the example in FIG. 5, a layout in which eight rectan-
gular windows b31 to b38 are disposed in a lattice is taken to
as a template B30. The respective windows b31 to b38 are
made to have attributes that dispose a face image. Then,
images P11, P12, . . . shot at a specific party are specified as
candidate images, for example, and a compositing process is
conducted to dispose eight face images f1 to {8 detected from
the images P11, P12, . . . in the windows b31 to b38. In so
doing, a template image B30' is obtained as a pseudo-group
photo of attendees to a specific party.

Herein, a message m1 suited to the purpose of the image
has been prepared in advance at the top of the template B30.
The example in FIG. 5 illustrates an example in which “Con-
gratulations on Your Wedding” is displayed as the message
ml. A plurality of templates with different messages are
prepared in advance and selected with a user operation. Alter-
natively, it may also be configured such that a message can be
freely input with a user operation.

In the case of creating such a template image as a pseudo-
group photo, it may also be configured such that template data
is distributed by those convening the party or wedding cer-
emony, for example. When distributing such template data, a
specific server on the Internet may make template data avail-
able, such that a terminal device 100 is able to access that
server and acquire template data, for example.

[4. Second Display Process]

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a second exemplary tem-
plate image display process, while FIG. 7 illustrates an exem-
plary template image created with the display process. The
template in this example crops images of persons from mul-
tiple still images (or one still image) and disposes the cropped
images of persons in the template in an arrangement based on
the color of their clothing to obtain a clothing color distribu-
tion image. In this example, color attributes are applied to
windows in the template. In other words, respectively indi-
vidual color attributes are set for a plurality of available
windows. Specifically, there are windows having red color
attributes, windows having yellow color attributes, windows
having blue color attributes, and windows having attributes
for colors which are intermediate between the above colors.

An image compositing process that disposes images in the
template in this example will be described following the
flowchart in FIG. 6.

First, it is determined with a user operation whether or not
a candidate still image exists among the image files stored by
the storage unit 109 (step S21). At this point, the template
image creation process herein ends in the case where a can-
didate still image does not exist.

Then, in the case where it is determined that a candidate
still image does exist in an image file, etc., images are suc-
cessively selected one at a time from among all images in that
file (step S22), and a facial recognition process that deter-
mines whether or not a person’s face exists in a selected image
is conducted (step S23). In the case where a face is not
detected by the facial recognition process, the process returns
to step S21, and another image recognition process is con-
ducted.
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Meanwhile, in the case where it is determined by the facial
recognition process in step S23 that a face does exist in an
image, the recognized face is compared to a preregistered
image of the user’s own face, and it is determined whether or
not the faces match (step S24). In the case where it is deter-
mined by the comparison that they do not match, the process
returns to step S21, and another image recognition process is
conducted.

Inthe case where it is determined by the comparison in step
S24 that they do match, the portion below the face is cropped
from the corresponding image at shoulder width (step S25),
and the most common color in the image of the cropped
portion is determined (step S26). Then, the entire body of the
corresponding person is cropped from the image, and that
cropped image is enlarged or reduced to match the size of a
window in the template acting as a board (step S27). How-
ever, in the case where the size is suitable, enlargement or
reduction is not conducted.

After that, a process is conducted to paste the image
obtained in step S27 into a window at a location whose
attributes give the color closest to the color determined in step
S26 (step S28), and it is determined whether or not there is an
empty window whose attributes give the corresponding color
(step S29). In the case where an empty window whose
attributes give the corresponding color does not exist, the
template image creation process herein ends.

In the case where a window whose attributes give the
corresponding color does exist in step S29, the image
obtained in step S27 is pasted (step S30), and the process
returns to step S21.

FIG. 7 illustrates an example wherein a template image has
been created with the process illustrated by the flowchart in
FIG. 6.

In the example in FIG. 7, a template B40 is given by
disposing seven windows b41 to b47 in the horizontal direc-
tion, with each of the windows b41 to b47 being plurally
disposed in the vertical direction. However, the windows in
this example in FIG. 7 merely indicate positions where
images are pasted, and window frames are not displayed in
the template B40 when in a state where no image is pasted.

Additionally, among the seven windows b41 to b47 in the
horizontal direction, the window b41 on the left edge takes a
red color attribute, the window b44 in the center takes a
yellow color attribute, and the window b47 on the right edge
takes a blue color attribute. Furthermore, the windows b42
and b43 take attributes of colors intermediate between red and
yellow, while the windows b45 and b46 take attributes of
colors intermediate between yellow and blue, such that the
colors of the attributes of the seven windows b4l to b47
progressively vary from red to blue. Meanwhile, colors close
to the colors of the attributes of the respective windows may
be applied as the background colors of the template B40.

By preparing such a template B40, portions with people are
extracted from images P21, P22, . . ., and in addition only
images of a specific person (the user himself or herself) are
extracted by face detection. Then, images of the specific
person (the user himself or herself) are disposed in a color
distribution of that person’s clothing as illustrated on the right
side of FIG. 7 as a template image B40' with images pasted
thereon. In the case of the template image illustrated in FIG.
7, many images have been pasted in or near the blue area,
indicating that the person mostly wears clothing whose color
is close blue. From this, his or her clothing tendencies are
understood.

Herein, in the example in FIGS. 6 and 7, it was configured
such that a template image categorizing a specific person’s
clothing is obtained, but a template image may also categorize
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the clothing of all persons included in shot images, without
specifying a particular person. Also, it may be configured
such that specific objects other than images of persons are
extracted and categorized by color. For example, it may be
configured such that images depicting automobiles are col-
lected, the image portions of automobiles are extracted from
the images, and a template image illustrating a color distri-
bution of automobiles is obtained.

[5. Third Display Process]

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary third tem-
plate image display process, while FIG. 9 illustrates exem-
plary template images created with the display process. This
example applies image effect processing specified by
attributes set for windows in a template to still images. Turn-
ing an image into a fisheye and turning an image into a
sepia-colored image are examples of such effect processing.

An image compositing process that disposes images in the
template image in this example will be described following
the flowchart in FIG. 8.

First, it is determined whether or not a candidate still image
exists (step S31). At this point, the template image creation
process herein ends in the case where a candidate still image
does not exist.

Then, in the case where it is determined that a candidate
still image does exist in an image file, etc., one image is
randomly selected from among the images in that file (step
S32), and it is determined whether or not a place to paste the
selected image into the template exists (step S33). At this
point, the template image creation process ends in the case
where a place to paste does not exist.

In the case where it is determined in step S33 that a place to
paste a template image does exist, the effect processing set in
the attributes of the window at that place to paste is applied to
the image that was selected in step S32. Size adjustment is
conducted on the effect-processed image to enlarge or reduce
it according to the window size (step S35). At this point, a
cropping process is conducted in the case where cropping a
portion of the image is necessary.

Then, an image compositing process that pastes the size-
adjusted image in a corresponding window in the template
acting as a board is conducted (step S36). After that, the
process returns to step S31, and another image selection
process is conducted.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example wherein template images
have been created with the process illustrated by the flowchart
in FIG. 8.

The example in FIG. 9 illustrates templates B50 and B60
which conduct two types of effect processing.

The template B50 disposes round windows b51 to b54 and
sets effect processing that distorts an image as though it were
shot with a fisheye lens as the attributes for each of the round
windows b51 to b54.

Then, a plurality ofimages P31,P32,. . ., are prepared, and
the corresponding effect processing is applied to an image
randomly selected from among that plurality of images P31,
P32, ... foreach of the windows b51 to b54. Having done so,
each image is pasted to obtain the template image B50' illus-
trated on the right side of FIG. 9. In this example, an under-
water background color is depicted as the background of the
template B50.

The template B60 disposes rectangular windows b61 to
b65 and sets effect processing which gives an image a specific
color tone, such as a sepia-colored monochrome image, for
example, as the attributes for each of the windows b61 to b65.

Then, a plurality ofimages P31,P32,. . ., are prepared, and
the corresponding effect processing is applied to an image
randomly selected from among that plurality of images P31,
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10
P32, ... for each of the windows b61 to b65. Having done so,
each image is pasted to obtain the template image B60' illus-
trated on the right side of FIG. 9. In this example, text strings
resembling a sheet of newspaper are depicted as the back-
ground of the template B60.
[6. Fourth Display Process]

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a fourth exemplary tem-
plate image display process, while FIG. 11 illustrates an
exemplary template image created with the display process.
This example searches for images at a location or distance
specified by attributes set for a window in the template, and
disposes an image at that location or distance in the window.
Consequently, attributes related to distances and directions
from the location of the terminal device itself are applied to
each of the windows in the template.

An image compositing process that disposes images in the
template in this example will be described following the
flowchart in FIG. 10.

First, the controller 108 of the terminal device 100 acquires
the current location of the terminal device 100 itself (step
S41). This current location is acquired from the GPS receiver
114, for example. Then, it is determined whether or not can-
didate still images to dispose on a template exist (step S42). At
this point, the template image creation process herein ends in
the case where candidate still images do not exist.

Meanwhile, in the case where it is determined that candi-
date images do exist in an image file, etc., one image is
selected from among the images in that file (step S43), and it
is determined whether or not information on the location
where the image was shot is attached to the selected image
(step S44). In the case where information on the location
where the image was shot is not attached, the process for the
current image ends at this point, the process returns to step
S42, and another image is selected.

Meanwhile, in the case where it is determined in step S44
that an image with attached information on the location where
the image was shot does exist, size adjustment is conducted to
enlarge or reduce that image to the size of a window on the
template acting as a board (step S45). Furthermore, the shoot-
ing location of that image is compared to the current location
of'the terminal device, and the image is pasted in the window
at the position in the closest relative distance and direction
from among the available windows (step S46). After that, it is
determined whether or not a window without an image dis-
posed therein still exists (step S47), and in the case where an
empty window does not exist, the template image creation
process ends.

Also, in the case where it is determined in step S47 that a
window without an image disposed therein still exists, the
process returns to step S42 and another image is selected.

FIG. 11 illustrates an example wherein a template image
has been created with the process illustrated by the flowchart
in FIG. 10.

The template B70 is provided with a central marker C0
which indicates the current location of the terminal device
100, with many windows b71, b72, . . . being disposed around
that central marker C0. Also, directional axes passing through
the central marker C0 are depicted on the template B70. Inthe
example in FIG. 11, an example where the top indicates north
is illustrated.

Then, a plurality of images P41, P42, . . . with respective
information on their shooting locations are prepared, and the
respective images are disposed according to the difference in
distance and direction between the shooting locations of that
plurality of images P41, P42, . . . and the current location of
the terminal device 100 to yield a template image B70'. For
example, in the example in FIG. 11, when an image P41 has
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been shot at a location comparatively close to the current
location, and also when its shooting location is in a northern
direction, the resulting image placement corresponds to that
illustrated in FIG. 11. Also, when an image P42 has been shot
at a location comparatively far from the current location, and
also when its shooting location is in a south-eastern direction,
the resulting image placement corresponds to that illustrated
in FIG. 11.

[7. Fifth Display Process]

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating a fifth exemplary template
image display process.

In the example in FIG. 12, it is configured such that
attributes are not only given to windows in a template, but
rather attributes are also given to the template itself, and when
disposing an image, the image is processed with the attributes
of the whole template.

In other words, as illustrated in FIG. 12, a template B80
involves rendering with what is called a gradation process
applied, which gradually changes the color and brightness of
the background. At this point, a template image B80' in which
images P51, P52, and P53 are disposed in respective windows
involves varying the brightness of parts of the respectively
disposed images P51, P52, and P53 according to the intensity
of'the background color. When varying an image according to
the intensity of the background color in this way, information
on attributes of the whole template are used. However, the
images P51, P52, and P53 themselves which are disposed in
the respective windows are taken to be images following the
attributes of the individual windows. The respective examples
described for the first through fourth template image display
processes, for example, are applicable as window attributes.
[8. Sixth Display Process]

FIG. 13 isadiagram illustrating a sixth exemplary template
image display process.

In the example in FIG. 13, templates are composed of
multiple screens. In other words, three consecutive templates
B31, B32, and B33 are prepared, and images are disposed in
the respective windows of these three templates B31, B32,
and B33 by the respective processes already described. The
three templates B31, B32, and B33 may be used successively,
such that when images have been pasted into all windows of
a single template B31, images are pasted into the next tem-
plate B32, for example. Alternatively, it may be configured
such that images are randomly pasted into the windows of the
three templates B31, B32, and B33. The example in FIG. 13
is an example of expanding the template B30 of the first
display process illustrated in FIG. 5 across multiple template
images.

In the case of providing such a plurality of template
images, the display shifts to the next adjacent template image
as aresult of the user performing a screen scrolling operation,
for example.

[9. Seventh Display Process|

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary seventh
template image display process.

The example in FIG. 14 is an example of expanding a
template illustrated in FIG. 11, in which images are disposed
according to their distance and direction from the location of
a terminal device, across multiple template images. In other
words, as illustrated in FIG. 14, a map x is created and
retained in the controller 108, in which images B1 to B4 and
T1 to T4, etc. are disposed across a wide area according to
their distance and direction from the central location C1 of a
terminal device. Then, when displaying a template image,
arrangements of images cropping specific areas from the map
x are taken to be a plurality of template images B101', B102',
B103', B104', and B105'. Specifically, a template image
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B101' indicating the vicinity of the central location C1 is
prepared, and four template images B102' to B105' are dis-
posed around it.

In the case of the example in FIG. 14, display likewise
shifts to the next adjacent template image as a result of the
user performing a screen scrolling operation, for example.

However, it may also be configured such that instead of
preparing template images with fixed areas as illustrated in
FIG. 14, an area to be displayed on a single screen is cropped
from the map x, and a template image depicting an arrange-
ment of images in that cropped area is displayed.

[10. Modifications]

Herein, the terminal device 100 described in the exemplary
embodiments discussed above was configured as a mobile
phone terminal, but it may also be applied to terminal devices
with other configurations. For example, it is also applicable to
what is called a tablet device provided with a comparatively
large display panel approximately 10 cm to 30 cm on a side
and upon which touch panel operations are conducted, and to
a photo frame device that uses a display panel as a photo
frame. It may also be applied to various other terminal
devices. Also, it may be configured as a program executed by
a computer, wherein a program executing the processing
sequences illustrated in the respective flowcharts is installed
to and executed by a computer.

Also, the respective examples discussed above, examples
of pasting still images or images cropped from such still
images into windows in a template were described. In con-
trast, however, a still image at a specific frame position may
also be extracted from a motion image stored by a terminal
device, and a process to paste the extracted still image into a
window may be conducted. Alternatively, it may be config-
ured such that a motion image is disposed in a window.

Also, in the respective examples discussed above, a process
to dispose and display images that have been shot and stored
by a camera unit was given. In contrast, however, it may also
be configured such that a process is conducted with respect to
images acquired by other methods, such as a process to dis-
pose and display images acquired by a terminal device via the
Internet or email, for example.

The present disclosure may be configured as follows:

(1) An information processing apparatus comprising: a
memory that stores a plurality of images; and a controller that
obtains a template having attributes applied to each of a
plurality of display areas; selects images matching the
attributes of each of the respective display areas from among
the plurality of images stored in the memory; disposes the
selected images in the respective display areas; and controls a
display to display the template including the selected images
disposed in the respective display areas.

(2) The information processing apparatus of (1), further
comprising: a display that is controlled by the controller to
display the template including the selected images disposed
in the respective display areas.

(3) The information processing apparatus of (1), further
comprising: an image capturing unit that captures one or
more of the plurality of images stored by the memory.

(4) The information processing apparatus of (1), wherein
the memory stores a plurality of templates and the controller
obtains the template from the memory.

(5) The information processing apparatus of (1), wherein
the controller processes the selected images to match a pre-
determined format corresponding to the respective display
areas in which the selected images are disposed.

(6) The information processing apparatus of (5), wherein
the predetermined format corresponds to a size of the display
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area, and the controller modifies a size of the selected image
to match the size of the display area.

(7) The information processing apparatus of (5), wherein
the predetermined format corresponds to a size of the display
area, and the controller extracts a portion of the selected
image that matches the size of the display area.

(8) The information processing apparatus of (5), wherein
the predetermined format corresponds to a size of the display
area, and the controller extracts a portion of the selected
image including a person’s face that matches the size of the
display area.

(9) The information processing apparatus of (5), wherein
the predetermined format corresponds to an orientation of the
display area, and the controller modifies an orientation of the
selected image to match the orientation of the display area.

(10) The information processing apparatus of (5), wherein
the predetermined format corresponds to a visual effect
applied to animage to be displayed in the display area, and the
controller applied the visual effect to the selected image.

(11) The information processing apparatus of (10),
wherein the visual effect corresponds to a change in color of
the selected image.

(12) The information processing apparatus of (10),
wherein the visual effect corresponds to a distortion of the
selected image.

(13) The information processing apparatus of (1), wherein
the attributes applied to each of the plurality of display areas
correspond to a color.

(14) The information processing apparatus of (13),
wherein the controller selects images having a color matching
the colors of the respective display areas from among the
plurality of images stored in the memory.

(15) The information processing apparatus of (1), wherein
the attributes applied to each of the plurality of display areas
correspond to a distance from the information processing
apparatus.

(16) The information processing apparatus of (15),
wherein the controller selects images having position infor-
mation matching the distances corresponding to each of the
respective display areas from among the plurality of images
stored in the memory.

(17) An image processing method performed by an infor-
mation processing apparatus, the image processing method
comprising: obtaining a template having attributes applied to
each of a plurality of display areas; selecting images match-
ing the attributes of the respective display areas from among
a plurality of images stored in a memory of the information
processing apparatus; disposing the selected images match-
ing the attributes of the respective display areas in the respec-
tive display areas; and controlling a display to display the
template including the selected images disposed in the
respective display areas.

(18) A non-transitory computer-readable medium includ-
ing computer program instructions, which when executed by
an information processing apparatus, cause the information
processing apparatus to perform an image processing method
comprising: obtaining a template having attributes applied to
each of a plurality of display areas; selecting images match-
ing the attributes of the respective display areas from among
a plurality of images stored in a memory of the information
processing apparatus; disposing the selected images match-
ing the attributes of the respective display areas in the respec-
tive display areas; and controlling a display to display the
template including the selected images disposed in the
respective display areas.
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The invention claimed is:

1. An information processing apparatus comprising:

a memory that stores a plurality of images; and

circuitry configured to:

obtain a template having attributes applied to each of a
plurality of display areas, each of the display areas
having a predetermined size and a predetermined
location with respect to a marker indicating a current
position of the information processing apparatus
within an entire display area of a display;

select images matching the attributes of each of the
respective display areas from among the plurality of
images stored in the memory;

dispose the selected images in the respective display
areas; and

control the display to display the template including the
selected images disposed in the respective display
areas, wherein

at least one of the attributes applied to each of the plurality

of display areas corresponds to a distance and a direction

from the current position of the information processing
apparatus,

the circuitry selects images having position information

from among the plurality of images stored in the

memory,

the circuitry compares the position information of each of

the selected images with the current position of the infor-

mation processing apparatus,

the plurality of display areas are comprised of a plurality of

predetermined windows,

the circuitry identifies, from among the plurality of prede-

termined windows, corresponding predetermined win-
dows to dispose the selected images, based on the com-
parison between the position information of each of the
selected images and the current position of the informa-
tion processing apparatus, and

the circuitry disposes each of the selected images in the

identified predetermined window at a position in a clos-
est relative distance and direction among the plurality of
predetermined windows such that each of the corre-
sponding predetermined windows has an attribute of a
closest relative distance and direction with respect to the
marker, among the plurality of predetermined windows,
to a distance and direction between the position infor-
mation of each of the selected images disposed to the
each of the corresponding predetermined windows and
the current position of the information processing appa-
ratus.

2. The information processing apparatus of claim 1, further
comprising:

the display controlled by the circuitry to display the tem-

plate including the selected images disposed in the

respective predetermined windows.

3. The information processing apparatus of claim 1, further
comprising:

an image capturing unit that captures one or more of the

plurality of images stored by the memory.

4. The information processing apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the memory stores a plurality of templates and the
circuitry obtains the template from the memory.

5. The information processing apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the circuitry processes the selected images to match
a predetermined format corresponding to the respective pre-
determined windows in which the selected images are dis-
posed.

6. The information processing apparatus of claim 5,
wherein the predetermined format corresponds to a size of the
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display area, and the circuitry modifies a size of the selected
image to match the size of the predetermined window.
7. The information processing apparatus of claim 5,
wherein the predetermined format corresponds to a size of the
display area, and the circuitry extracts a portion of the
selected image that matches the size of the predetermined
window.
8. The information processing apparatus of claim 5,
wherein the predetermined format corresponds to a size of the
predetermined window, and the circuitry extracts a portion of
the selected image including a person’s face that matches the
size of the predetermined window.
9. The information processing apparatus of claim 5,
wherein the predetermined format corresponds to air orien-
tation of the predetermined window, and the circuitry modi-
fies an orientation of the selected image to match the orien-
tation of the predetermined window.
10. The information processing apparatus of claim 5,
wherein the predetermined format corresponds to a visual
effect applied to an image to be displayed in the predeter-
mined window, and the circuitry applies the visual effect to
the selected image.
11. The information processing apparatus of claim 10,
wherein the visual fleet corresponds to a change in color of the
selected image.
12. The information processing apparatus of claim 10,
wherein the visual effect corresponds to a distortion of the
selected image.
13. The information processing apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the attributes applied to each of the plurality of
predetermined windows correspond to a color.
14. The information processing apparatus of claim 13,
wherein the circuitry selects images having a color matching
the colors of the respective predetermined windows from
among the plurality of images stored in the memory.
15. The information processing apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the circuitry determines the current position of the
information processing apparatus.
16. An image processing method performed by an infor-
mation processing apparatus, the image processing method
comprising:
obtaining a template having attributes applied to each of a
plurality of display areas, each of the display areas hav-
ing a predetermined size and a predetermined location
with respect to a marker indicating a current position of
the information processing apparatus within an entire
display area of a display, the plurality of display areas
being comprised of a plurality of predetermined win-
dows;
selecting images matching the attributes of the respective
display areas from among a plurality of images stored in
a memory of the information processing apparatus;

disposing, using circuitry, the selected images matching
the attributes of the respective display areas in the
respective display areas; and

controlling a display to display the template including the

selected images disposed in the respective display areas,
wherein

at least one of the attributes applied to each of the plurality

of'display areas corresponds to a distance and a direction
from the current position of the information processing
apparatus,

the selecting includes selecting images having position

information from among the plurality of images stored
in the memory,
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the image processing method further comprising:

comparing the position information of the selected images

with the current position of the information processing
apparatus; and
identifying, from among the plurality of predetermined
windows, corresponding predetermined windows to dis-
pose the selected images, based on the comparison
between the position information of each of the selected
images and the current position of the information pro-
cessing apparatus, and
disposing each of the selected images in the identified
predetermined window at a position in a closest relative
distance and direction among the plurality of predeter-
mined windows such that each of the corresponding
predetermined windows has an attribute of a closest
relative distance and direction with respect to the
marker, among the plurality of predetermined windows,
to a distance and direction between the position infor-
mation of each of the selected images disposed to the
each of the corresponding predetermined windows and
the current position of the information processing appa-
ratus.
17. A non-transitory computer-readable medium including
computer program instructions, which when executed by an
information processing apparatus, cause the information pro-
cessing apparatus to perform an image processing method
comprising:
obtaining a template having attributes applied to each of a
plurality of display areas, each of the display areas hav-
ing a predetermined size and a predetermined location
with respect to a marker indicating a current position of
the information processing apparatus within an entire
display area of a display, the plurality of display areas
being comprised of a plurality of predetermined win-
dows;
selecting images matching the attributes of the respective
display areas from among a plurality of images stored in
a memory of the information processing apparatus;

disposing the selected images matching the attributes of
the respective display areas in the respective display
areas; and

controlling a display to display the template including the

selected images disposed in the respective display areas,
wherein

at least one of the attributes applied to each of the plurality

of display areas corresponds to a distance id a direction
from the current position of the information processing
apparatus,

the selecting includes selecting images having position

information from among the plurality of images stored
in the memory,

the image processing method further comprising:

comparing the position information of the selected images

with the current position of the information processing
apparatus; and

identifying, from among the plurality of predetermined

windows, corresponding predetermined windows to dis-
pose the selected images, based on the comparison
between the position information of each of the selected
images and the current position of the information pro-
cessing apparatus, and

disposing each of the selected images in the identified

predetermined window at a position in a closest relative
distance and direction among the plurality of predeter-
mined windows such that each of the corresponding
predetermined windows has an attribute of a closest
relative distance and direction with respect to the
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marker, among the plurality of predetermined windows,

to a distance and direction between the position infor-
mation of each of the selected images disposed to the
each of the corresponding predetermined windows and
the current position of the information processing appa- 5
ratus.

18. The information processing apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the predetermined windows are arranged regularly
with a fixed interval two-dimensionally within the entire dis-
play area of the display. 10

19. The information processing apparatus of claim 1,
wherein

the template is divided into a plurality of sub-templates,

and

the circuitry is configured to control the display to display 15

one sub-template of the plurality of sub-templates, and
display another sub-template of the plurality of sub-
templates in response to a scrolling operation.
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